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Forest roADs

WHEREAS, on December 3, 2012 the United States 
Supreme Court heard oral arguments in the case of 
Decker v Northwest Environmental Defense Center 
regarding a Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals deci-
sion that identified runoff from forest roads to be 
a point source of pollution under the Clean Water 
Act, requiring National Pollution Discharge Elimina-
tion System (NPDES) permits for the use of forest 
roads, and

WHEREAS, on November 30, 2012, just three days 
before the Supreme Court was to hear the appeal, 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued 
final rules declaring that timber harvest is not an 
“industrial activity” that required NPDES permits for 
forest roads and diverting the court’s attention from 
the merits of the Ninth Circuit decision to the ques-
tion of whether or not the case is now moot and the 
options for disposing of the case, and

WHEREAS, the EPA’s final rules confuse, rather than 
clarify, the Clean Water Act requirements for using 
forest roads and provide fertile ground for potential 
litigants to challenge the legality of both the rules 
and any activity conducted under the rules. Further-
more, the EPA final rules usurp authorities currently 
belonging to the states to regulate forest practices 
on non-federal forest lands and place the agency in 
a position to dictate standards for meeting the intent 
of the law rather than letting the states decide the 
best measures for achieving desired results, and

WHEREAS, the EPA’s advancement of new rules 
at the eleventh hour in the face of a scheduled 
Supreme Court hearing on the merits of Decker v 
Northwest Environmental Defense Center was a 
stunning display of agency activism that achieved 
the agency’s goals of confusing the court, throwing 
into question the proper manner for resolving this 
dispute and regaining its unilateral control and ad-
ministration of the Clean Water Act.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Oregon Log-
ging Conference (OLC) go on record in support of the 
United States Supreme Court proceeding to decide 
the case of Decker v Northwest Environmental De-
fense Center on its merits and urging the court to 
overturn the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals’ interpre-
tation of  the Clean Water Act that requires NPDES 
permits to use forest roads.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the absence of 
affirmative and timely action by the Supreme Court, 
the OLC renews its plea to Congress to pass the Sil-
vicultural Regulatory Consistency Act to amend the 
Clean Water Act, making it perfectly clear that runoff 
from forest roads is not a point source of pollution 
and that the permitting process is not applicable to 
road use.

Stand and watch wood 
turn into art. 

Husqvarna will be sponsoring 
this year’s chainsaw carving 
event, taking place in the dem-

onstration area of the fairgrounds. This 
year’s top carvers include Kevin and 
Tyler Strauslin, Ryan Anderson and 
Brian Vorwaller.

Kevin and Brian will both be do-
nating their spectacular carvings 
to the Oregon Logging Conference 
Foundation auction, which will be held 
on Thursday and Friday mornings at 
the OLC breakfasts.

Kevin and Tyler Strauslin
The father and son team has been 

carving out a business for themselves in 
Eugene, Ore.

Kevin says carving came naturally 
to him and feels this is his true calling. 
He began carving while working in his 
trade — drywall. Kevin sculptured and 
carved using gypsum materials and 
once he felt he’d pushed them to their 
limits artistically, he began playing 
around with chainsaw carving. 

In 2008, he started working with a 
local carver and by the end of the year 
he had taken over the shop and had his 
own carving business.

Tyler, 19, has been carving side-by-
side with his father for the past three 
years. He was hooked after watching 
the 2009 Reedsport competition and 
after her graduated high school, he 
started carving with his dad full time. 

Ryan Anderson
Ryan started his chainsaw carving 

career in June of 2005 after being appren-
ticed by Tracie Brittenfeld of Packwood, 
Wash. Since that time, Ryan has 

Chainsaw Carving Event

been participating and receiving 
awards throughout the country and 
internationally. 

While representing America in 
Europe to compete in the English Open, 
Ryan took both second and third place, 
and he has also traveled to compete in 
Scotland and Canada. 

If you think you may have seen Ryan 
on televions, you’re right. He was a 
highlight carver in “Sawdogs”, a new 
made for television reality show about 
chainsaw carvers.  

Brian Vorwaller
As a young child Brian’s mother en-

couraged him to draw and create, but 
even then Brian had a desire to use a 
chainsaw.

Brian, out of Bandon, Ore., enjoys 
bringing beauty out of wood by carv-
ings and creating art, No two pieces 
are exactly the same; the grains in the 
wood makes each art piece one of a 
kind.

Brian has carved many different 
types of woods, from white cedar to ju-
niper, cottonwood and redwood. Brian 
tries to create the ideal pieces his clients 
have imagined — a piece that they will 
love and enjoy for years to come. 

If you’ve been to the Reedsport carv-
ing competition, you may know Brian 
already. He completes there every June. 

Come watch these artists create 
magic with a chainsaw at the 75th OLC. 
For more information, call the OLC 
office at (800) 595-9191 or (541) 686-9191 
or visit our website at www.oregonlog-
gingconference.com.




